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Our invitation

Thank you for reading this.  As you turn the pages, we invite 

you to imagine how it would be to take part, with us, at St 

Mary Magdaleneõs, Yarm, in a great adventure. 

Read on if are looking for a challenge, something new to 

engage your faith, engage your energy, develop your work.  

We are looking for your vision, courage and energy, to 

come with us and lead us on a journey we have already 

begun.

Come and help us take Jesus Christ to those in our 

community who have not yet heard of him.  Help us take 

the good news to a new generation, who in turn will tell his 

story to the future.
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Who we are

We are the people of St Mary Magdalene, Yarm,  in the 

North East of England.  

Ours is a welcoming, loving and energetic community.

Our worship is prayerful, focused, and open to all comers.

Our life together is busy, full of fun, and well managed.

Yarm is a one parish town.  

It is full of life and interest, from the traditions of an historic 

market town to the most up to date clubs, bars and 

boutiques on its busy High Street.

Yet there are parts of Yarm, and many people in Yarm, to 

whom the message of the Gospel has never been 

presented.

We accept responsibility for this and are seeking help in 

finding the best ways to address it.  

We want to be good stewards for the future, not simply 

keepers of the past.  



More about us

There are 157 people on the Electoral roll, 56 of whom are gathered to the Parish.  Many of 

these are willing volunteers into all aspects of Church life.  They support the worship life of the 

Parish as well as the social, fund raising, ecumenical and charitable giving events.   

There is a very active Mothersõ Union group, a Craft Guild, a Restoration and Social 

Committee, a lively magazine, a Choir and two hand Chimes groups, one of which meets in 

a local school.  Events take place throughout the year, sometimes to raise money to assist in 

the upkeep of the Church, sometimes for charitable purposes, and sometimes for the fun of it.

St Mary Magdalene's is a Fairtrade Church.

Joyful young families bring their babies for Baptism ð32 last year ðsome bring them back to 

our weekly (growing) Pram service.  We would love to see more of them again.

This is an issue which challenges us  ðhow to develop from our inclusive approach to Baptism 

into supporting family life in our wider community. 



Our worship life
Our worship tradition is Eucharistic and we describe ourselves as liberal catholic. We are an 

inclusive church extending our welcome to people in whatever circumstances they find 

themselves. 

Common Worship forms the basis for our services; we use the Book of Common Prayer at 

08.00 on Sundays and at 09.30 on Wednesdays, as the congregations at these times find this 

more appropriate for them.  We have a flourishing monthly Family Service which is managed 

by an enthusiastic group of worship leaders; we have a weekly Pram Service which provides 

a particularly safe environment especially for young mothers who are shouldering the 

responsibility for bringing up their children in an increasingly challenging and secular world.

Our worship leadership team has great strengths and diversity; actively involved are two 

Readers, an active retired self supporting Priest, two churchwardens, a verger, an organist, a 

choirmaster, several committed lay supporters especially of the family and pram services, 

and numbers of others who will lead prayer or intercession, or who take the role of 

sidesperson to welcome others into our fellowship.



More about Yarm

Yarm is in the Stokesley Deanery, in the Diocese of York, in the Borough of Stockton on Tees, and 

is set at the foot of the North Yorkshire Moors. Demographic and other information is readily 
available online, see below.

Its geography is clover -leaf shaped; the older historic part of the town, with its exciting High 

Street,  is contained within the bend of the River Tees; the other two leaves, spread to the south, 

are largely where people live.

Yarm has excellent communications ðthere are major roadways,  a rail station, bus services and 

an international airport.  

Education provision is good; Durham and Teesside Universities are within easy reach; Stockton 

has a newly built tertiary college; aside from an Independent and Preparatory school, there are 

two high performing maintained secondary schools and a diversity of primary and nursery 

provision. 

Click for more details of Yarm Click for more about Yarm and Eaglescliffe

Click for Digital Yarm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarm
http://www.englandsnortheast.co.uk/Yarm.html
http://www.englandsnortheast.co.uk/Yarm.html
http://www.englandsnortheast.co.uk/Yarm.html
http://www.englandsnortheast.co.uk/Yarm.html
http://www.englandsnortheast.co.uk/Yarm.html
http://www.digital-yarm.com/
http://www.digital-yarm.com/


Moving forward

Yarm has ancient traditions, like its annual Horse Fair.  It has pioneering connections 

with the founding of the Stockton and Darlington Railway.  Its future strength as a 

community depends on all of us. 



Our Mission
We look to the future. Our responsibility to the people of future generations is to ensure that they 

hear the Good News of Jesus Christ and that they  have the opportunity to develop their faith 

life in their changing circumstances.  This is challenging because of the increasing secularism of 

todayõs world and the demands made on the time of families and young people, especially 

where parents are working and the weekend is the only time for people to spend time 

together.  The PCC has resolved to address this; finance is earmarked to develop family work, 

evolving from our approach to baptism and our Pram Service; the plan includes the 

employment of a lay person to work with families.

There are other Mission opportunities for the Church in Yarm; the town is a magnet for tourists 

and shoppers and comes alive in a totally different way at night, with bars, restaurants and 

clubs attracting people from distance to enjoy themselves and have fun.  The Church building, 

hidden behind mature trees in an adjacent street, is in reality only a few hundred yards from all 

this activity and all these needs, many of which again concern young people of a generation 

which does not know about the love of Christ.

We want to reach out.  We want to tell the story.  So if you are moved by this, if our words speak 

to you in the quiet of your heart, we invite you to come and lead us prayerfully in this.


